
 
 

RAPPAHANNOCK-RAPIDAN FOOD POLICY COUNCIL  
Meeting Minutes – July 17, 2018 

 
 
 
Members Present:    
Linda Blair   Chair and Orange County Representative and Chair  
Michelle Edwards  RRRC Liaison Member 
Clyde Firman   Consumption Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Rebecca Sheffield Gartner Vice-Chair and Culpeper County Representative 
Amanda Grove  Education Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Jessica Palmer   Farmland Preservation & Conservation Technical Adv. Member 
Ray Pickering   Fauquier County Representative 
Susan Vidal   Madison County Representative 
 
Members Absent: 
Kirsten Dueck   Health Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Kenner Love   Rappahannock County Representative 
Ken Smith   Production Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Tom Weaver   Processing and Distribution Technical Advisory Member 
 
Guests: 
Mery Caldwell  Virginia State University, Small Farm Outreach Program 
Leonel Castillo  Virginia State University, Small Farm Outreach Program 
Susan Cheek   Virginia State University, Small Farm Outreach Program 
Steve Cook   Virginia Department of Health 
William Crutchfield  Virginia State University, Small Farm Outreach Program 
Thunder Lane   Culpeper County Farmer 
Tracy Porter   Virginia State University, Small Farm Outreach Program 
Carl Stafford   Virginia Cooperative Extension 
 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Chairperson Linda Blair called the meeting to order with a quorum present, and introductions 
were made.   
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VSU-GWCARC Partnership 
William Crutchfield, Virginia State University (VSU) and Carl Stafford, Virginia Cooperative 
Extension and George Washington Carver Agricultural Research Center (GWCARC) 
William Crutchfield, Director of VSU’s Small Farm Outreach Program, stated that a three-year 
Memorandum of Understanding between the University and GWCARC was signed today.  The 
agreement marks the formal beginning of VSU’s farmer educational program at the Carver 
Center.  In addition to classroom work, curriculum will include use of an incubator 
farm/demonstration site on two acres and a hoop house.  One of those acres will be devoted to 
organic farming. 
 
The VSU’s Small Farm Educational Outreach Program’s summer/fall class schedule was 
distributed, which includes the class offerings at the Carver Center (see attached).  The first class 
at the Carver Center will be a “USDA Informational Workshop” on July 18 followed by “Small 
Engine Maintenance and Repair” on August 1.  Mr. Crutchfield explained that the next planning 
session at the Small Farm Conference on November 2-3 will determine the following semester’s 
class content.  They are also gathering input from local farmers. 
 
Leonel Castillo, VSU, added that they plan to include accommodations for Spanish speakers and 
also encourage participation from veterans and socially disadvantaged persons.  The class 
brochure will also be printed in Spanish. 
 
Ray Pickering asked how the classes relate to those at the Fauquier Education Farm.  Mr. 
Crutchfield responded that the Education Farm’s Executive Director, Jim Hankins, is a 
subcontractor for VSU’s grant that will be funding classes at the Carver Center.  Carl Stafford 
noted that GWCARC will be hiring an on-site manager to manage its demonstration farm and 
greenhouses. 
 
In addition to traditional in-person classes, Mr. Crutchfield stated that classes happening at 
VSU’s main campus can be live-streamed at the Carver Center.  An attendee asked if there 
would be a charge for the classes.  Mr. Crutched replied no, unless meals are included.  If there is 
a charge for a class and cost is an issue for a prospective student, waivers can often be issued 
depending on the circumstances. 
 
Mr. Stafford stated that the Culpeper Building and Grounds Committee recently approved a sign 
for the building in addition to the official name, “The Carver Center.”  Mr. Pickering asked if 
anything is currently growing in the hoop houses, to which Mr. Stafford replied no, not yet.  
Rebecca Sheffield stated they are waiting for the Center’s new well to come online.  Mr. Stafford 
said it should happen this fall. 
 
Farm-to-Table Showcase 
Jessica Palmer, Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC) 
Jessica Palmer updated the Council on PEC and RRRC’s plans to host the second farmer-buyer 
event as part of the Farmers Market Promotion Program Grant (FMPP) project funded by the US 
Department of Agriculture.  The event is scheduled for September 24th, 2:00-5:00pm at Rock 
Hill Farm in Culpeper County.  Expanding on the farmer-buyer mixer held last fall, sellers will 



3 
 

reserve vendor tables where they can provide samples and informational materials while buyers 
circulate. 
 
Sellers will be charged a refundable registration fee of $50 to dissuade no shows. Sellers will be 
refunded if they attend the event.  There will be no charge for buyers to attend.  Michelle 
Edwards noted that most of those who registered for last year’s farmer-buyer mixer and did not 
attend were farmers. 
 
Ms. Palmer stated that PEC will be mailing and emailing event postcards within the next two 
weeks. Online registration will go live by the time postcards are received.  [See attached event 
flyer with link to the now active registration website.] 
 
Linda Blair asked if the event targets the RRRC’s five-county region.  Ms. Palmer responded 
farmers from the region are being targeted with the postcards, but they are not excluding other 
farmers from registering.  Buyers from outside the region are being invited.  Ms. Sheffield 
suggested sending invitations to area farmers market vendors. 
 
Purely Piedmont Update 
Michelle Edwards, RRRC 
Ms. Edwards provided an update on the Purely Piedmont campaign to market the region’s 
locally grown food and beverages.  She shared a vendor table with RRRC’s Commuter 
Connections program at Culpeper Fest on June 8th and handed out over 250 Purely Piedmont 
promotional items to attendees.  She has also reserved a vendor table for Taste of the Mountains 
in Madison County on September 1st, and asked Council Members to provide suggestions for any 
similar events this fall. 
 
Ms. Edwards passed around copies of new Purely Piedmont posters and encouraged attendees to 
post them in their workplace or community.  Copies backed by foam board and tabletop easels 
will be supplied to farmers markets in the region.  The markets have also been provided with 
quantities of Purely Piedmont promotional items to distribute during children’s events and 
cooking demonstrations.  Additionally, the new Purely Piedmont vinyl banner was displayed, 
which will be used at the Purely Piedmont table during festivals. 
 
Finally, Ms. Edwards relayed information on a potential television ad for the campaign.  While 
the estimates were done for RRRC’s Commuter Connection program, it should provide a rough 
idea of costs for a 30 sec TV spot with Comcast.  In the example, $682/month would pay for an 
ad during 6 live college football games per week, including on Comcast’s TV Everywhere.  
Creating/filming the ad would cost on average $500 for an animated ad, or $1000-$2000 for a 
live action advertisement. 
 
After discussion, the consensus among members was to include live video of farmers with a 
voice over.  Ms. Blair suggested speaking to local videographers such as NuGen Media, or KR 
Design to film the ad.  Ms. Edwards asked for any suggestions on potential farmers to film.  Ray 
Pickering recommended Kevin and Melody Powers of Powers Farm and Brewery.  Ms. Grove 
suggested Rachel Bynum of Waterpenny Farm.  
 



4 
 

Ms. Grove also recommended contacting school athletic directors to purchase ad space on signs 
at games.  Other members concurred.  Additional suggestions regarding the Purely Piedmont 
campaign should be sent to Ms. Edwards at medwards@rrregion.org. 
 
Member Roundtable 

• Rebecca Gartner, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Culpeper – the George 
Washington Carver Research Center received a $40,000 grant from the Ohrstrom 
Foundation for development of architectural plans and environmental site assessment for 
the Food Enterprise Center.  She has formed a committee to develop a bid package to 
present to the Culpeper County Building and Grounds Committee in September.  Grant 
funds must be spent by April 1.  Additionally, Cooperative Extension’s Household Water 
Quality Program will be will be holding a well water testing clinic in October (see 
attached flyer). Finally, the Stone Soup job skills training program will be holding two 
sessions this fall at no cost to participants.  They will take up to 10 students who will 
receive Serve Safe certification, Customer Service certificate and Stone Soup certificate 
upon completion.  The program targets low-income and other disadvantaged populations.    

• Ray Pickering, Fauquier County – 13,000 acres are now in the County’s Purchase of 
Development Rights program, with 20,000 acres total under easement in the County. 

• Susan Vidal, Brightwood Vineyard and Farm – Her family is a month away from their 
farm move to downsize their operation, but have not yet sold their larger farm.  They will 
be focusing commercial production on wine, jams and a small amount of veggies.  

• Amanda Grove, Rappahannock County Schools Food Services – Ms. Grove has a 
summer intern who is assisting with their Commit to Be Fit program, including kids 
activities at the Warrenton Farmers Market.  Children in Rappahannock and Fauquier 
Schools received $2 in Pop Bucks at the end of the school year, and additionally through 
local libraries and other events.  Kids can then spend their Pop Bucks at the farmers 
market to purchase produce, bread and other food items, but nothing too sugary.  
Rappahannock Schools Food Services will be purchasing some of its food from The 
Local Food Hub in Charlottesville this year. 

• Steve Cook, Virginia Department of Health (VDH) – On July 1st, state regulations 
changed to allow Bed and Breakfast establishments to also serve lunch and dinner to 
guest only, without needing a restaurant license. 

• Linda Blair, Orange County Schools Food Services – Her program is providing 
summer food services, which is free to anyone under eighteen years old and not income-
based.  Ms. Blair noted that Orange County Schools have a shortened summer this year. 

 
Future Meeting Scheduling and Agenda Development  
After discussion, Ms. Blair stated that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 11, 
2018, at 5:30 pm in RRRC’s conference room.  Food Policy Council meeting materials will be 
available on RRRC’s food system webpage at www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html.  

mailto:medwards@rrregion.org
http://www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html
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